FOREWORD

DURING the years 1929-34 I had the privilege
of acting as research assistant to Mr. Winston
Churchill when he was writing the earlier
volumes of his great biography of Marlborough.
In that capacity I had access to the Blenheim
Palace archives and Spencer papers and also
paid visits to the official collections in Paris and
Vienna. Now that Mr. Churchill's work has
been completed, I have taken advantage of the
opportunity afforded by this series to epitomize
my own views on the first Duke of Marlborough ;
these differ in emphasis and on a few specific
points from those of Mr. Churchill- However,
this " Great Life " is written largely in the hope
that it may interest readers sufficiently to induce
them to embark upon Mr. Churchill's four re-
markable volumes, in which they will find not
only a complete apologia for the Duke but the
materials on which to form their own indepen-
dent judgment of his character.
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